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see the palace of the old monarchy. He left Paris
in a carriage drawn by eight horses and escorted
by men of the Imperial Guard, to make his formal
entrance into Versailles. Amid the roar of artillery
and the ringing of all the church bells, he went first
to the cathedral and then to the palace. After letting
more than five hundred people kiss his ring, in the
grand apartments and the Gallery of the Mirrors, he
went out on the balcony, in the middle of the gallery,
looking out on the park. An immense multitude
was on the terrace, impatiently waiting for the Vicar
of Christ to appear.

As soon as the Holy Father came out on the
balcony," the whole crowd fell on their knees, bare-
headed. And this same people who, less than ten
years before, was guillotining the priests, breaking
the sacred vessels, and had installed a prostitute on
the high altar of Notre Dame of Paris, now knelt in
repentance to receive the blessing of this venerable
man who brought to France the word of peace and
the pardon of the God of pity. "With more truth
than the Doge of Venice, the Pope might have
answered the question, what most surprised him at
Versailles, "It is to see myself here." It was a
happy moment for the Church, for France, and for
Napoleon. The Holy Father, surprised and touched,
exclaimed with deep emotion, "Is this the French
people who are called so irreligious ? "

In 1805, the Emperor gave orders for the restora-
tion of the palaces of Versailles and Trianon, which